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Christmas Symbols

4 The Star Of Bethlehem
> + The Star of Bethlehem is a symbol of hope and miracles.
—— When Jesus Christ was born, the Star of Bethlehem guided
" 74 AN the Three Wise Men to Jesus. For Christians, it is a reminder

+

of the hope that Jesus brings to the world.

Bells
Bells are often used as Christmas symbols because they
represent joy and happiness. They can also symbolize the ringing
in of the New Year. Bells are often used in holiday decorations,
such as wreaths and garlands. They are also a common motif in
Christmas music.

The Nativity Scene
The Nativity scene is a popular Christmas symbol that
represents the birth of Jesus Christ. It typically features a
baby Jesus in a manger, surrounded by Mary, Joseph,
shepherds, and animals. The scene is meant to remind us
of the humble beginnings of Christ and the true meaning
of Christmas.

The Christmas Tree g
When we look at the Christmas tree, we are reminded of the hope
and joy that the holiday brings. The evergreen tree is a symbol of
life and growth, which reminds us that Christmas is a time to
celebrate new beginnings. The lights on the tree represent Jesus
Christ, who is the “light of the world”

The Christmas Wreath
The Christmas wreath is a symbol of hope, love, and joy. It is
traditionally made from evergreen branches, which represent
eternal life. The wreath is often decorated with items such as
berries, ribbons, and holly. It is typically hung on doors or
walls as a decoration.

Candy Canes
Candy canes are a popular Christmas treat that also has symbolic
meaning. The shape of the candy cane is said to represent the
shepherd's staff, and the red and white stripes are meant to
represent the blood and purity of Jesus Christ. Candy canes are also
often used as decoration, hung on Christmas trees or in wreaths.
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ST. NICHOLAS
DECEMBER 6

Did you grow up celebrating St. Nick's
Day? if so, you know to hang your stocking
on the eve of Dec. th!

St. Nicholas or St. Nick is relatively un-
known in most of the United States. He
was a Chrstian Bishop Iving in the Roman
Empire in the early 300s AD. The holday is
a German custom and mostly popular
around this area (or where German heri-
tage thrives!) and in Europe.

Typically, chikiren hang their stockings or
leave their shoes outside their bedroom
doors, awaiting goodiies when they awake.

These goodies can include a stuffed arimal, sometimes gokien foiled chocolate coins*
‘and other candies, omaments, percils, notepads, books, just about anything that fits!

“Why the chocolate coins? If you know the St. Nicholas story,

You know that he was said to have thrown money through an

‘open window of a poor family's home, during the night. The

family was poor ard had no dowry money for their 3 daughters.

Having o dowry back then meant they probably woukin't

marry, which also meant they woukd be soki as slaves or go

into the oldest profession. The money was saki to have landed

on their socks and shoes diying by the hearth, It s interesting that he did this secretly-
o pompous show of his generosty.

In remembering St. Nicholas’ Day, oranges or apples often were given. Thatis why an
‘orange frequently was put into the toe of a Christmas or St. Nick stocking. (Oranges
used to be pricey fruit before the days of improved transportation and considered a real
treat)

Unlike Santa's vist, which occurs on Christmas Eve, St. Nick occurs early in the month.
There is no confusion for children as to where St. Nick fts into the nativity story. (it is
rather like celebrating George Washington's bithday with cherry pie.) St. Nicholas Day
is a just-for-fun holiday commemorating a real person, who was krown for his kindness
‘and good work. No need for all the tall tales about how St. Nick is omniscient or makes
itall around the world in one night delivering presents to good boys and girls.

No, St. Nicks can be celebrated and enjoyed and used o llustrate an important truth;
that it is more blessed to give than receive.

Have a happy St. Nicholas Day!
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Who is St. Nicholas?

Nicholas was born in

Patara, a village in a Greek
part of
now in,

7

Nicholas threw three bags

Itis

of through
a poor man's window so

his daughters could get

)

Nicholas was Bishop of
during
the century.
He attended the first big
Bishop’s meeting, the
First Ecumenical Council

in

Nicholas was buried in
Myra, but his tomb is now in

Bishop Nicholos loved
and

cared for.

in need

ST.NICHOLAS CENTER

Use the Word Bank below fo fill in the details about Saint Nicholas

Saint Nicholas Day is

&

Three

an
ora are
sometimes symbols for

Saint Nicholas.

d &

Saint Nicholas is patron
saint of

and

'WORD BANK

4th  anchor  Asia Minor  Bari, ltaly  children
December 6 God  gold  goldballs  innocents
married  moneybags  Myra  Nicaea  sailors
ship  people  Turkey
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Star of Bethlehem

The hoavenly sign of Jesus’s i had bes

foretold by praphets n ras ond n the Amricas.

The Wise Man n fho Eat know the maaning of the sar
se Mothew 21-2,7, 9.

Jesos
Th scrpturs efor o Jous by many names:
Mossah, Redsame, Savio Jhovah, irtborn, Good
Shepherd, Lam o God, Light of ths Wiokd, Only Bogorien
Son, and Son of Ged. Can you name any ohers? (Seo Topical
Guide, "osus Chist” 240, Guide 1 th Serprures,
lesus Chist” 127

Mary
Although Jssuv's e was Hacvanly Father,
Jesus's b flfled the prophecy h Jesus

would b o dercandont o King Dav, becoute

"Wy wos a descandant of King Divid."

Angels
‘Angels appeared fo Mary oseph, and shaphards
oo Matthow 120; Like 12627, 25.9).

Stable
During s fime, i war recangulie whh a couryord
i the catar fo animals, Bacause the roams surrounding
the couryord were ild, Joseph may hove cared for
Mory' delivery i hot center couryerd

Manger
Josesh and ary placed the by Jesus in @ manger
prabably Flled with swaet kv (ss Luke 2.1, Many

arits have shown the Chrisimos mangar o a woodan
“rough. But it mey s have been carved from rock”

Shephords
Tho work of  shapherd wes o locd the shess o food
and to protet tham. Ofen the shephrd sept o
4 th stons-encised shespfold.* Those who help with the
Lord's work re ke shapherds, Joss ok her fo
fosd His lombs ond shesp (s John 211517, DEC 112:14)

Joseph

Josaph,the husband of My, was o nbl,kind man.

Fwo o carpentr s thought he he did before
esus bogan Hs sy

Wise Mon
The Wise Man come fo worsh the Savio They did
0 go 10 the stable bu o 4 house som fime afer Jsus
s bom. Thoy recsived revelaton not 1 report
the wharsabouts ofthe hid to Herod but o reurn
o their own county (ses Matthew 212).





